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if I command it; and if the fault require that another
should interfere, even if it come to hanging them, as
is done in France, I will do it myself if no one else
will. Whatever sin my people may commit against
God, I will punish them as the Captain of the French
would punish his people. - Listen, my nephews;
listen, my brothers,—both young and old; I say it, I
will do it; and nothing shall prevent me, not even
the fear of death. I shall have to die sooner or later.
If I die in that [213] fashion, I shall not die in an-
other; and how could I die a more glorious death
than in defending the honor of our great Captain?
I will never say, as some drunkards do, that prayer
causes death; indeed, I am willing to die in the
defense of prayer. That is what I say, and what I
think; think of it, on your part. From the sermon
that the Father has just preached to us, I have taken
what he has said for me, and I have replied to it.
See what you have to do with reference to what he
and I have just said for you.”

This harangue—delivered in an extraordinarily
powerful voice, and assisted by the grace of the Holy
Ghost, who had inspired it— produced a wonderful
impression on the hearts of those who heard it, judg-
ing from the astonishment that showed itself on their
faces. A Frenchman who was present, and who
understood nothing of what was said, was neverthe-
less as attentive as any other, and was delighted with
the zeal of the Preacher and the attention paid by
his hearers. Certainly, those who know the freedom
of the savages, and the difficulty that they [214] have
in submitting to any kind of constraint, will be aston-
ished at that man’s boldness, and at the silence of
the others; but not they who know the saying of the



